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Medicare Part D Project







February 4, 2006
Dear Gray Panther Supporter,

As part of a grassroots effort by senior advocates, Gray Panthers California is reaching out to its at-large members. On January 1, 2006 the Medicare Part D prescription drug benefit was implemented, with disastrous effects on the economic well-being and health of senior and disabled Americans.  Gray Panthers activists, following in the footsteps of their founder Maggie Kuhn, fought hard against the passage of this convoluted and confusing drug benefit, without success, and are now working equally hard to correct flaws and inequities in the law.

Part D is ill-conceived and potentially life-threatening to millions. Seniors are required to purchase private insurance plans which may not provide the drugs they need and pharmacists are overwhelmed, while pharmaceutical corporations will reap billions of dollars. Part D is in reality a badly organized privatization of Medicare using corporate insurance companies. The battle to change this disaster is just beginning.

Senator Barbara Boxer is among the legislators calling publicly for change. Gray Panthers California invites you to join in this advocacy, particularly to support SB 18 which would delay implementation for 12 months and waive late enrollment penalties temporarily.  A second bill, HR 3681, would allow annual change of policies if an error was made in choosing a plan. You joined Gray Panthers as an expression of your strong belief in the inherent rights of all Americans to justice and fairness. Gray Panthers California now asks for your help ( not your dollars, but your time! How refreshing can that be?  

Enclosed are two postcards for you to send your Congressional representative (address in your local phone book) and Senator Dianne Feinstein (1 Post St., #2450, San Francisco 94140).  Please write a note to express your outrage at the catastrophic problems with Medicare Part D and call for corrective action. Support S 18 and HR 3681. 

We would also appreciate an e-mail and/or letter from you giving consent to be a part of our activist base in the fight over this law. If you do so, your name will be added to a Gray Panthers confidential data base of those ready to contact legislators in California and Washington DC about our concerns.  In addition, we would be happy to hold a Gray Panthers meeting in your hometown to help educate your community and friends about Medicare Part D, and partner with them in this effort.

Remember Maggie Kuhn(s words:

“Stand before the people you fear and speak your mind ( even if your voice shakes!(  

Sincerely,
	Margie Metzler, Program Coordinator

Gray Panthers California Medicare Part D Project

	916-921-5008 or margiemetz@hotmail.com; website www.gpcal.org
1121 Wayland Avenue

Sacramento CA 95825
	


P.S. We are also collecting stories from people testifying to their experiences using the new system. We enclose a form for you to use if you have a story; please fill it out  or pass it on and return it to the address above.

Gray Panthers California Medicare Part D Program: (916) 921-5008. Webiste:  www.gpcal.org
This program operates under a grant from the California Wellness Foundation (http://www.tcwf.org/
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