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March 3, 2006
The Honorable John Ensign

364 Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Ensign:

On behalf of the more than 4 million members and supporters of the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, I write to endorse your legislation, S. 438, the Medicare Access to Rehabilitation Services Act.

WE understand that your legislation would repeal the therapy caps on Medicare Part B outpatient rehabilitation services. As part of the Balance Budget Act of 1997, Congress created one cap on occupational therapy services and another cap for physical therapy and speech language pathology services. In the past, Congress has delayed enforcement of the therapy caps by issuing three moratoriums. The current moratorium expires on December 31, 2005. As a result, seniors’ Part B benefits for rehabilitation services would be capped at $1,770 for occupational therapy and $1,770 for physical therapy and speech language pathology services beginning in 2006.

As you are aware, 12 to 15 percent of Medicare’s most vulnerable beneficiaries would be forced to pay out-of-pocket for rehabilitation services that exceed the annual caps. Those who cannot afford to pay for the services would either alter their course of care by changing providers, or limit or forego needed care altogether. We applaud your efforts to repeal this arbitrary limit on benefits and to ensure that Medicare beneficiaries have access to appropriate rehabilitation services.

We look forward to working with you towards passage of this important legislation. Thank you for your continued leadership on behalf of our nation’s seniors.

Cordially,

Barbara B. Kennelly 

President and CEO
