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Prescription drug costs have increased an average of 8.3 percent a year for the past decade – nearly triple the rate of inflation. Californians are paying the price. The rapid escalation has made it more difficult for consumers to obtain safe, affordable prescription drugs.

Headlines point to problems with the safety of drugs. The Medicare prescription drug benefit has gaps in coverage and oversight. Prescription drug coverage is shrinking, co-pays are rising, and consumers face more difficulty paying for the medications that they need. Deceptive and unfair marketing and pricing practices stand in the way of reliable, informed consumer choices. Meanwhile, pharmaceutical companies continue to scale the Fortune 500 list with profits that far exceed other industries.

The OuRx Coalition—representing seniors, working people, consumers, communities of color, and California families—believes that consumer needs should come first, before drug companies, insurers and others in the health industry. 
We believe that all Californians deserve access to safe, effective, and affordable prescription drugs that are purchased in a fair and transparent marketplace.

Members of the OuRx Coalition Steering Committee include:

AIDS Healthcare Foundation

California Alliance for Retired Americans

California Labor Federation

CALPIRG

Congress of California Seniors

Consumers Union
Gray Panthers California

Greenlining Institute

Health Access California

Latino Coalition for a Healthy California

Older Women’s League

Senior Action Network
While many of these issues require federal action as well, we call on California leaders to stand with us, and use the tools and authority we have as a state. 
Coalition and legislation list updated 3/28/06
2006 Legislation Supported by the OuRx Coalition

Consumer, senior, and health groups support reforms to address the cost, quality and access of prescription drugs, including the following bills:
1. Cost

California should explore all possible avenues to make prescription drugs more affordable for California consumers and taxpayers.

· AB75 (Frommer) would establish a prescription drug discount program to use the purchasing power of the state of California (through its Medi-Cal program) to negotiate for the best possible drug prices for the 8-10 million uninsured and underinsured Californians. 
· AB2911 (Nunez/Perata) would also establish a prescription drug discount program. 
· SB1702 (Perata/Nunez) would also establish a prescription drug discount program.
· AB2877 (Frommer) would establish a website to facilitate Californians purchasing safe and affordable prescription drugs from other countries.
· SB163 (Scott) would require drug companies to tell the state how much of their budgets are spent on advertising versus on research.
· SB452 (Alarcon) requires Medi-Cal contracts with drug manufacturers to be disclosed to chairs of relevant legislative committees. 
2. Quality

California has the opportunity to advance the cause of prescription drug safety, to make sure that consumer get the most appropriate, safest, and most effective medicines they need.

· SB1683 (Scott) would require drug companies to release the results of all of their clinical trials – good or bad – for every drug they sell in California.
· AB71 (Chan/Frommer) would establish a clearinghouse for information about the safety and effectiveness of prescription drugs that are advertised on television.
3. Access 

California needs to fill gaps in both coverage and oversight left by the Medicare Part D program, so seniors and people with disabilities have access to needed medications.

· SB1334 (Perata) would authorize Medi-Cal to continue to be a safety-net provider of prescription drug coverage for seniors and people with disabilities who are eligible for both Medicare and Medi-Cal.
· AB2170 (Chan) would create a consumer report card on Medicare Part D prescription drug plans.
· AB2667 (Baca) would allow the state to monitor and regulate prescription drug coverage plans in the same way it regulates health plans.
· AJR 40 (Berg/Chan) calls on the federal government to make changes to the Medicare Part D prescription drug plans, including an extension of the deadline for seniors to sign up without penalty.






