Families USA Convention, Washington DC, Feb. 2006
http://www.familiesusa.org/conference/2006-conference-summary-1.html
(Go to the above for on-line summaries. Go to http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/hcast_index.cfm?create=high_windows&linkid=1&display=detail&hc=1624#Jan28 and click on Video under the clsoign plenary to hear Artur Davis, who was just wonderful.)
· View webcasts of the plenaries (Webcasts courtesy of the Kaiser Family Foundation) 

· 2006 Tool Kit 

· Plenary and Workshop materials 

· Conference agenda 

· Consumer Health Advocate of the Year Awards 

· Cosponsors  

Joan and I went to the Families USA conference this year, along with several other people involved in Health care advocacy. The conference was terrific, with sessions ranging from problems in health care for children, seniors, and the disabled, making Medicare Part D work, health care as a religious value, dealing with cuts to Medicaid, and achieving health care for all. We had a welcoming taped speech from Bill Clinton and one with George Lakoff, on “Health Care and Elephants”. Live speakers included Debbie Stabenow, Senator from Michigan; Dick Durbin, Senator from Illinois; E.J. Dionne, columnist for the Washington Post, on “Building a Progressive Agenda;” John Dingell, Congressman from Michigan, on “Coverage for all”, and Artur Davis, Representative from Alabama, on “Stand up and Speak Out”. (That speech was utterly riveting; listen to it online, above, if you have a chance.)

There were also numerous workshops, and though we weren’t presenters, we did have the opportunity to pass out information on Medicare Part D and our “PhRMA got the DONUT, we got the hole” postcards. We also had the opportunity to advocate on the Hill with representatives of Mary Bono, Pete Stark, Henry Waxman, Nancy Pelosi, and Jerry Lewis’ offices.  That was an eye-opener for me: there is a major difference in the ways they treat visitors. Bono’s person clearly felt superior to us all, while the Pelosi, Waxman and Stark people couldn’t have been nicer. It was also a treat to go by Tom DeLay’s office and say inappropriate things. (No arrests were made!)

Joan and I stayed till Monday, as we were having Dinner with the National Gray Panther President, Susan Murany. This gave us Sunday to see city. We made it to the Smithsonian American Indian Museum, the Air and Space Museum, and the Holocaust Museum. We couldn’t see them thoroughly and really only spent a little time in Air and Space, but we did a pretty good job of seeing the others. We were both exhausted, though I must say Joan did better than I did! 
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